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#Dear Vince, . . . Very Truly Yours, Henry’

whose remarkable career has led him through
the heavy brush and briars of Arkansas politics
tothe senior federal judgeship there, has been the sub-
jectof recent commentary on the page opposite by Jim
Johnson, a onetime Democratic nominee for governor

US. District Judge Henry Woods of Little Rock,

particularly warm friendships with President Clinton
and the first lady constitute a conflict of interest that
renders him unable to preside fairly over litigation
related to Whitewater.

Judge Woods has so far declined to recuse himself
from participation in Whitewater-related matters. In
fact, he recently dismissed an indictment obtained
by Independent Counsel Kenneth Starr against
Arkansas Gov. Jim Guy Tucker. Judge Woods said
that Mr. Starr’s prosecution of Mr. Tucker exceeded
the scope of legitimate inquiry by his office.

The effect of Judge Woods’ decision has been to
delay the Whitewater investigation while Mr. Starr
appealslﬁsruling—anappeaer. Starr will cer-
tainly eventually win, given the broad charter grant-
ed his office. The delay, however, may prove useful
to certain parties. Specifically, it may postpone con-
sideration of Mr. Tucker's fate past the 1996 elections.

Was Judge Woods ruling impartially? Did he just
happen to arrive at this (crank) opinion on the prop-
er scope of the independent counsel’s inquiry? -

Well, maybe he did. Butthe correspondence repro-
duced on the page opposite seems instructive in this
regard. It's a letter Judge Woods wrote to Deputy
White House Counsel Vincent Foster in July 1993.
This correspondence illustrates the protective care
that Judge Woods has exercised in matters great and
small relating to the Clintons.

Judge Woods is seeking guidance from Mr. Foster
on whether to cooperate with a journalist, Nina Mar-
tin, who is working on a profile of Hillary Rodham
Clinton for Mother Jones magazine. Judge Woods
asks Mr. Foster to “take this up with Hillary or her
press secretary and give me instructons as to
whether this interview should be granted.”

Judge Woods also attaches the Jetter he received
from Ms. Martin, which describes some of what her
research into the connections between Judge '
and the Clintons has already revealed: “Several peo-
ple — including, most recently, Winslow Drum-
mond — have noted that you would be an especially
goodpersontotalktnbecauseyouhavebeenma
position to watch Mrs. Clinton’s career and develop-
ment for more than 15 years and to measure her
against her peers. Mr. Drummond mentioned that
you had appointed Mrs. Clinton (then Ms. Rodham)

to a trial advocacy panel in the late 1970s ata time

when others might have thought she was still rela-
tively untested. I'm interested in what prornise you
saw in her then, and why, years later, you appointed
her counsel to the Citizens’ Committee in the Little
Rock school desegregation case””

'Ihequsﬁmhemisobviouslf“Henrr’issosoﬁd-
tous of the Clirtons' wishes in relation to so small a thing
as an interview that he writes “Vince" to obtain instruc-
tions;thenisitnotatleastposﬁblethathewasbeingmi—
lateranysoﬁdmxsinmssingomﬂ\e'mdterindianmn?

Because of his personal connections to the Clin-
tons, Judge Woods had no business presiding over the
Tucker case. He should have recused himself. He did-
n't, and evidently he believes his black robe provides
him immunity from accountability for his decision.
So it does — unless he abused the judiciary to pro-
vide political cover for his old friends. 5
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ADEAR VINCE, . . . YOURS, HENRY”

Editor's note: Reproduced here is 1993 correspondence from federal Judge Henry Woods
to then-Deputy White House Counsel Vincent Foster, in which the Jjudge seeks guidance on
Whether or not to cooperate with writer Nina Martin on a profile of Hillary Rodham Clinton
Jor Mother Jones magazine. A related editorial appears on the preceding page.
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From Investigators for a Year

By Susan Schmidt
Washingion Post Stafl Writer

- The White House withheld a handwritten
notebook kept by Vincent W. Foster Jr. on
the controversial firing of White House trav-

«l office employees from federal investiga-

tors for a year after Foster's death, .
.. The file was not disclosed to Robert B.
-Fiske Jr., the first Whitewater independent
counsel, until July 1994, the month after
Fiske completed a report that concluded
Foster did indeed commit suicide and that
the travel office affair weighed heavily on his
mind. The file was also withheld from the
Justice Department, which was investigating
the FBI's role in the travel office firings.
Spokesman Mark Fabiani confirmed last
night that the White HotSe had failed to turn
over the file to the independent counsa! and
the Justice Department until July 1994. He

said any explanation of those decisions would
have to come from former White House
counsel Bernard Nussbaum, who was not im-
mediately available for comment.

; . e 0 it " i
Fabiani. “You are going to have to s to

The notebook, made public by the White
House in July, discusses the actions of the FBI,
first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton and the White
House counsel's office in the travel office,
which erupted into a public controversy two
months before Foster's death.

The Justice Department's Office of Pro-
fessional Responsibility was “stunned to
learn the existence of this document”
through press reports just two months ago,
according to a July 24 —FREFRO—PLE

Jr. The Foster writings, contz
notebook, were “obviously relevant” to his

office's investigation, Shaheen wrote, and
constitute “another example of the lack of
cooperation and candor we received from
the White House throughouf our inquiry.”
The Shaheen memo is the latest in a se-
ries of complaints from the Justice Depart-
ment that the White House' has been less
than forthcoming in various investigations

connected to Foster's death and the White-
water affair.

Fabiani said that Lloyd N. Cutler, who suc-
ce ussbaum as White House counsel in
the spring of 1994, asked another White
House lawyer whether a travel office file ex-
isted after he read Fiske's June 30, 1994, re-
port on Foster’s death that cited the travel
office affair. “Mr. Cutler got the file and
turned it over to Fiske,” Fabiani said. Since
then, he said, the file has also been turned
over to the Justice Department and to three
congressional committees.

said a source close to the White House who
is familiar with the investigation. It was a
reference to controversial actions that cost
Nussbaum his White House job and made
him a2 whipping boy at two sets of congres-
sional Whitewater hearings.

Shaheen's memo was sent to Deputy As-
sociate Attorney General David Margolis,
who also has publicly complained that the
White House blocked the investigation into
Foster’s death. The Washington Post
learned of the memo from a story that will
appear in the conservative The Weekly Stan-
dard magazine, due out Sunday.

In a note discovered after his July 1993
suicide, Foster, then deputy White House
counsel, mentioned his distress about the
criticism leveled at his office over the travel
office firings. In May of that year, a public fu-
ror had erupted over charges that _thg_thte

House pressured the FBI to open an investi-
gation in order to justify the firing of saven
veteran employees who actually were being
ousted to make room for Clinton associates.

In the wake of Foster's suicide, OPR was
assigned to investigate the FBI's fole in trav-
el office affair. b

Shaheen’s memo said his offfze inter-
viewed numerous White House officials, all
in the company of White House lawyers, and
no one ever mentioned the notebook.

In early 1994, OPR turned the investigation
over to Fiske, the newly named Whitewater in-
dependent counsel. Fiske's report pn Foster’s
death discussed the travel office controversy in
some detail but makes no mention of the con-
cems Foster laid out m his notebook.

Fiske, who was succeeded by Kenneth W,
Starr in mid-1994, could not be reached for
comment, and Starr’s office declined to com-
ment. TR
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White House still not-coming clean on Foster

Turns out critical files, concealed
untit April, were in Foster’s briefcase.

WASHINGTON — The only thing more mysterious
than the circumstances of Vincent Foster's death is
the way the White House has reacted to the tragedy.

Foster, a boyhood friend of Bill Clinton and former
White House counsel, was found dead on the evening
of July 20, 1993, in a secluded park outside Washing-
ton. He fretted about many things in his final days, but
he seemed especially disturbed about the administra-
tion's handling of the White House Travel Office.

The key issue in that controversy is whether the
White House broke some laws and destroyed innocent
lives in order to hand busi-
ness to presidential pals.
The FBI mounted an in-
vestigation of former trav-
el office chief Billy Dale,
who now faces starcham-
ber proceedings in federal
court The IRS hounded
UltrAir, a company that
fiew charters in the Bush
administration. Harry
Thomason, the Hollywood
producer, recommended
overhauling the travel of-
fice even though he was

part owner of a charter
company-that could have CUUNTERPOINT S

stood to gam from the
Sy By Tony Snow

Investigators have spent
the better part of two.years trying to get to the bottomn
of the bizarre imbroglio. The White House, which had
promised full cooperation with the inquiry, concealed
critical trave! office files until April of this year, when
it handed some stuff over to Kenneth Starr, the inde-
pendent counsel looking into Whitewater. The docu-
ments had belonged to none other than Vincent Foster
Jr. News of the papers’ existence enraged U.S. Justice
Department Counsel Michael Shaheen, who com-
plained two months ago that “we were stunned to
learn of the existence of this document since it so obvi-
ously bears directly upon the inquiry we were direct-
ed to undertake in late July and August 1993.

Now comes an even more spectacular bit of infor-
mation: The files were in Foster’s briefcase at the time
of his death. ’

Abner Mikva, the present White House legal coun-
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MEMO: Enraged Justice Department Counse! Mi-

chael Shaheen complains about documents.

sel, offered the confession in an Aug 30 letter to Wil-
liam Clinger, chairman of the House Committee on
Reform and Oversight. He noted that “the documents
" we have loosely described as Mr. Foster's Travel Of-
fice ‘file’ were not in a discrete file when they were

found.

rave| Office mafter.

He also asserted, contrary to prior testimony by ad-
ministration aides, that the documents had lain in the
White House from two days after Foster’s death until

they were turned over to Starr.

White House counsels Bernard Nussbaum and
Lloyd Cutler had maintained control of the papers,
and a handful of key officials — Deputy Counsel Joel
Klein, Staff Secretary John Podesta, Special Counsel

“Rather, they appareatly constitute th
iefcase, most of which pﬁﬁe
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Jane Sherburne, Special Associate Counsel Sheila
Cheston and Associate Counsel Neil Eggleston — had
reviewed the papers.

Nevertheless, White House lawyers, spokespeople
-and administrators cleverly evaded questions about
the documents. Former counsel Nussbaum made
great show of a shredded paper in the briefcase, for
instance, deplcting the sheet as a suicide note. Yet he
neglected to mention that the valise also contained
trave! office memoranda and notes that were roughly
the length of War and Peace and that went a long way
toward explaining the mysterious missive.

When Clinger’s committee asked about the where-
abouts of the files, White House administrator Patsy
Thomasson said she had not seen anything relating to
the travel office on Foster's desk. (The briefcase was

under the desk )
Later she and et Wi , the chief of stafr
for Hj wrote to committee

members that they never found or heard of “any ref-
erences to the White House Travel Office in either pa-
per or computer files maintained in Mr. Foster'’s of-
fice.” Nobody asked about papers maintained in the
briefcase,

: east a half
€S knew about the files, which got
moved around the executive mansion, The present

White House team has offered a series of conflicti
.and contradi
disturbing, someone seems to have altered a pre-
ndex of iﬁ:"é papers that were in Fa :’:

cise | re in Foster's office at

the time of his death.
The Clinton team ls —al
though it's tough to say wha e White House could
help unravel the mystery by releasing the hundreds of
pages of papers (once described by a senior official as
a “thimbleful” of documentation) that it still holds.

The admission that the trave] office papers were in
Foster’s briefcase and that the White House hid them
for nearly two years raises a host of juicy questions:
What is in those files? Who had possession of Foster's
papers, and when? What happened to his index and
other documents concerning his work for the Clin.
tons? Why did administration aides work so hard to
conceal the papers and mislead investigators? And
what did Vincent Foster know that we don't?
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